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between open, panoramic vistas and 
enclosed, contemplative spaces, between 
the splendour and brilliance of the visible 
world and intimate portraits. This is a move-
ment between the macro and micro-cos-
mos, from the late-Medieval world to the 
individual. The journey of discovery is 
linked to Van Eyck’s own painterly concept, 
in which he alternatively zooms in and out, 
microscopically as well as telescopically 
flowing together.

International character
More than 100 masterpieces place Jan van 
Eyck’s optical revolution into a broader 
perspective. In addition to his work, excep-
tional paintings by Italian masters from the 
early-Renaissance are also shown. Very 
rarely are true stand-outs such as Benozzo 
Gozzoli (c. 1421–1497), Fra Angelico (c. 1395–
1461), Masaccio (1401–1428), Pisanello 
(1395-c.1455) and Domenico Veneziano 
(c. 1410–1461) to be seen alongside their 
Flemish contemporaries. In order to show 
the cross-pollination happening at this 
time, moreover, different media are shown 
together: paintings, miniatures, drawings 
and sculptures.

Various paintings from international 
top collections are coming to Belgium 
for the first time, or are being exhibited 
together for the first time. Renowned names 
such as the Gemäldegalerie in Berlin, 
the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles, 
the Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna, 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, 
the National Gallery in London, the National 
Gallery in Washington, D.C., the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art and the Vatican Museums 

are amongst the many collections provid-
ing loans. The result is a unique exhibition, 
which nobody should miss!

OMG! Van Eyck was here
The exhibition Van Eyck. An Optical 
Revolution signals the beginning of the city-
wide cultural-touristic year OMG! Van Eyck 
was here. Visual arts, theatre, dance, design, 
fashion, gastronomy, music and even shop-
ping will bask all year long in the atmos-
phere of Van Eyck and The Adoration of the 
Mystic Lamb. Ghent will be transformed into 
a veritable city of Van Eyck.

A new visitor centre
In the fall of 2020, St Bavo’s Cathedral in 
Ghent is opening a new visitor centre for 
The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb, where 
the original church treasures and mod-
ern-presentation techniques are used to 
tell the story behind the Ghent polyptych 
by the Van Eyck brothers.

Once in a lifetime
From 1 February until 30 April 2020, 
the Museum of Fine Arts Ghent (MSK) is 
organising the largest Jan van Eyck exhi-
bition ever. Worldwide only about twenty 
works by this artistic genius have been 
preserved , of which at least half will be on 
view at the MSK. Along with works from 
Van Eyck’s studio, copies of lost works by 
Van Eyck and more than 100 other master-
pieces from the Late Middle Ages, they tell 
the story of his optical revolution.

Central within the exhibition are 
the exterior panels of the closed Ghent 
Altarpiece (1432) and the panels with Adam 
and Eve that are yet to be restored, the 
definitive masterpiece by Van Eyck. It’s 
the first time in history that an exhibition 
outside the walls of St Bavo’s Cathedral 
in Ghent is devoted to these revolution-
ary panels. In order to come as close as 
possible to Van Eyck’s mastery, the panels 
are divided over various exhibition halls. 
Van Eyck. An Optical Revolution is absolutely 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

Never before could so many Van Eyck 
paintings be admired in one place, nor so 
closely. Moreover, two restored portraits 
– one from Berlin, the other from London – 
will be premiered for the public in all their 
glory. Do not miss this opportunity to get 
closer to the genius of the Master than 
ever before.

The genius of Jan van Eyck
Jan van Eyck’s optical revolution was so 
ground-breaking that we can speak of a 
‘before’ and an ‘after’ Van Eyck. The Master 
perfected the oil-painting technique, 

making paintings that were revolutionary 
in 1432. With his unparalleled eye for detail, 
he set a new standard in the art of painting. 
He investigated the effect of light and knew 
how to apply this in an inimitable manner in 
his artworks. He was so revolutionary that 
after his death the myth even arose that he 
was the inventor of oil paints.

Van Eyck made portraits that were 
only lacking actual breath, landscapes that 
show the world down to the smallest detail, 
and he confounded his contemporaries 
– and still us today – with the illusionistic 
rendering of sculptures. It is not for nothing 
that already in the fifteenth century tourists 
were coming to Ghent to admire the Ghent 
Altarpiece. This exhibition wants to evoke 
the same feeling of wonder as Van Eyck’s 
contemporaries experienced when they 
saw his work for the first time.

The exhibition
Van Eyck. An Optical Revolution immerses 
the visitor into Van Eyck’s world. Jan 
van Eyck and his patrons lived within 
the dynamic context of the Burgundian 
Netherlands: an economic hot-spot where 
the luxury industry could flourish to its full 
extent. Van Eyck worked in two worlds: on 
the one hand as the court painter and the 
confidant at the Burgundian court and its 
luxurious court setting, and on the other 
hand as the master-painter adored by the 
urban elite. The exhibition brings the con-
text of the court and city and the myth and 
reception of his work into high definition.

The core of the exhibition is formed 
by Van Eyck’s works. The Van Eyck route 
is thematically constructed and moves 

The Museum of Fine Arts 
in Ghent (MSK), housed in an 
iconic building by city architect 
Charles Van Rysselberghe, is the 
oldest art museum in Belgium. 
The collection provides a rich 
and varied picture of Flemish 
art in an international context, 
from the Middle Ages to the 
first half of the 20th century. 
The collection of Old Masters 
contains top works from 
Hieronymus Bosch, Peter Paul 
Rubens and Anthony van Dyck, 
amongst others. The empha-
sis, however, lies upon the 
visual arts of the 19th and 20th 
centuries. By way of a varied 
collection of paintings, sculp-
tures and works on paper you 
can become acquainted with 
Romantics, Impressionists, 
Expressionists and Modernists 
such as Théodore Géricault, 
Emile Claus, Auguste Rodin, 
James Ensor, George Minne 
and René Magritte.

A multi-faceted programme with 
lectures, guided tours, studios 
and other activities opens the 
museum up for everyone. In 
addition, the museum library, 
the shop and café Mub’art make 
the museum a living, welcoming 
and inspiring place, situated 
in the Citadel Park and close 
to the S.M.A.K.

Coming soon

Jules De Bruycker,  
drawings 24.10.2020
 24.01.2021
On the occasion of the 150th 
birthday of Jules De Bruycker 
(1870–1945), the MSK is offering 
an exhibition next fall dedicated 
to the drawings of this Belgian 
artist. For this, the museum 
is drawing upon its own 
collection, supplemented with 
seldom shown drawings from 
private and public collections. 
As a virtuoso drawer, De 
Bruycker was inspired by the 
folk – and often eccentric – life 
on the street, in the theatre and 
at markets in the old centre 
of Ghent after 1900, which he 
brought to life in a dazzling, 
expressive and at times 
phantasmagorical manner.
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Purchase your ticket 
online in pre-sales and pay 
a maximum of 25 euros
With this ticket you can also visit the 
Ghent museums* with a discount 
 throughout 2020.

   The exhibition is open 7 days 
a week, with evening openings 
until 23.00 weekly.

   Your ticket provides you with 
entrance at a set time. However 
long you want to admire the 
works, is up to you.

   An average visit lasts 
about 1.5 hours.

   The multi-lingual audio guide 
for adults and children is included 
in the ticket price.

And, of course, multi-lingual catalogues 
and exhibition guides are also available 
with the exhibition and are available 
for purchase at the opening.

Experience a ‘Van Eyck’ 
exclusive

You may also opt for a special evening in the 
museum: a visit to the exhibition coupled 
with a reception or walking dinner after 
your tour. Various other formulas possible 
for partnerships and customised private 
soirees are also possible. You can find all 
of the details at www.vaneyck2020.be.

   For practical questions about 
your exhibition visit, you can 
contact us at +32 (0)9 210 10 75 
or info@vaneyckexpo.be.

*  The Ghent museums are: THe World of Kina, 
House of Alijn, Museum of Industry, Dr Guislain, 
St Bavo’s Abbey, St Peter’s Abbey, S.M.A.K., 
Design Museum and STAM.

Purchase your ticket now 
at vaneyck2020.be

The exhibition is made possible thanks to the close collaboration with:

Compilation of 
the exhibition
Maximiliaan Martens,  
Till-Holger Borchert, 
Jan Dumolyn, Johan De Smet 
en Frederica Van Dam, with 
the cooperation of Matthias 
Depoorter

Project leadership
Johan De Smet (MSK) and 
Ellen Weyns (City of Ghent)

Press
Soetkin Bruneel
+32 (0)9 323 67 64
+32 (0)476 60 08 96
soetkin.bruneel@stad.gent

Communications
+32 (0)9 323 67 10
msk.communicatie@stad.gent

Partnerships, trade 
and corporate events
+32 (0)9 323 67 80
+32 (0)9 323 67 62
msk.corporate@stad.gent
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